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shipping on the high seas. There is little hope of any
considerable recovery in the shipbuilding industry in
the reasonably near future, as the result of naturally
operating factors, so the British government will
probably be compelled to maintain a great shipbuilding
industry in times of peace by artificial measures so
that its capacity may prove adequate to meet all
requirements in the event of war.
Great Britain has always boasted that she built the
best ships, and she is proud of her engineers and ship-
yard workers. No one will deny that British shipyards
can build good ships, but they no longer have a
monopoly of the art. Even before the World War the
big German liners on the Atlantic service were the
biggest and most modern ships on the seas, and in
recent years the Bremen, the Europa and others have
proved themselves their worthy successors. When the
giant Queen Mary was launched in 1934 under the
plaudits of the entire nation the world was told with
pride that only British shipyards could achieve such a
triumph of engineering, but for all that the French
liner Normandie has proved the better vessel.
Another important branch of the engineering
industry is the motor-building industry. The develop-
ment of this industry in Great Britain is particularly
interesting because compared with the industries we
have already examined it has had no advantage in
time over its foreign competitors, and later on it did
not suffer the disadvantages of obsolete technical and
organizational equipment. All industrial countries
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